_ members, with the former keeper among 


= 


«“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the W orp 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scrifitures daily, whether those things were 
Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. ‘Thes v. 21. 
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We have just received the first num- | would be made to force the door and re- | 


ber of the “Friend, or Advocate of || movethenew lock,several persons stayed 
Truth.’ It is edited with talent, and || inthehouse; and about 80’clock inthe ev- 
presents the prospect of being useful in || ening, an attempt was made by an ortho- 
the cause in which it has enlisted. The |} dox member, to force his way into the 
remarks of the editor upon the paper || house. This effort was effectually resist~ 
that had surreptitiously taken from his || ed by one or more persons inside, and the 
own, its birth-right, are sufficiently fun- |} former finally withdrew. On the sue- 
gent, and will be doubly felt, inasmuch || ceeding night the house was broken open 


as such a broad occasion was furnished. || through one of the windows, and found int. 


that situation in the morning. It was 
—_ again closed, and no attempt on the pro- 
perty has since been mace. 

- This preparative meeting consisted at 
that time of about 100 male adult mem- 
bers, of which number about fourteen, or 
one seventh, were reputed orthodox. 


Having just received what we believe 
to be, a correct account of tlie transac- 
tions at Buckingham preparative meet- 
ing, in the 11th. month last, we give the 
following summary, by which it will be 
seen, that this affair has been, in common 
with other cases, greatly misrepresent- 
ed. 

The individual who had the care of the 
house and grave yard at Buckingham, 
having declared his disunity with Friends, 
and refusing to comply with the direc- 
tions of the meeting, in several particu- 
lars, he was removed from that station, 
in the 10th. month, by said meeting, and 
another person appointed to supply his 
place. On application, the former, dis- 


ter have retired, and set up a separate 
meeting. Upon an impartial view of alf 
the circumstances, it is evident that the 
balance of wrong and violence greatiy 
preponderates against the orthodox par- 


observed a deep silence on the matter, 
instead of exciting inquiry by their com- 


‘not wish, however, to be utderstood, as 
exculpating the individuals engaged in 


regarding the regular appointment made an active opposition to them, and oppos- | 


by the meeting, persisted in holding his 
station, and refused to give uf the key of 
the house. ‘To get over this difficulty, a 
committee was appointed at the next 
preparative meeting to unite with the 
‘Trustees of the property, in putting a new 
lock on the door of the house. Whilst 
this was doing, several ot the orthodox 


ing force to force, and adding wrong to 


sistently with the profession of a Quaker; 
however strong the provocation, or argent 
the Gecasion: and instead of rela.cing in 
the support of our peaceable testimony 
at the present time, it is our firm belief, 
that there never was a period, since the 


them, entered the house, and refused .ta 
eave it, until after night, when they re- 
tired. It being expected that an attempt 


more clearly, thai the one to which we 
have arrived, an urgent necessity to guard 
thivsacred testimony witha watchful care 


Since the event above mentioned, the lat-. 


ty, in this business. and had prudence ~ 
governed their conduct, they would have. © 


plaints, and misrepresentations. We do — 


wrong: inno | 


existence of our Society, that indicated.’ 
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and ajealous eye. The callis high and 
imperative, and if we do not turn a 
willing and obedient ear, deep—I had al- 
most said incurable—wounds will be in- 
fiéted on the great cause of ‘Truth. 
Surely, with such a cause, no inferior 
considerations ought, for a moment, to be 
yrought into competition! The course 
pursued by our opponents, it will be rea- 
dily admitted. is trying in the highest de- 
eree.. They would deprive their breth- 
ren not only of every right and privilege, 
as members of the. Society, but they 
would prostrate, if possible, by the most 
uncharitable denunciations, and the foul- 
est detraction, their character, both re- 
ligious, and moral. On the contrary, it is 
not our purpose to disturb this people, in 
wav of their rights, religious, or civil. 
‘Thev are separating from the Society; 
this is of their own choosing. Society has 
‘made them amicable offers for an ad- 
instment of every question in collission, 
avd if they have not been amicable 
enough to aceept them, and they suffer 
thereby, this too is of their own seeking. 
If beth keep the ground taken, it is 
not cifficult to foresee the result. 


STATE OF SOCIETY. 


“ Nothing extenuate, nor aught set down 
in malice.” 


“We have hitherto deemed it unneces- 
sity to expose, in detail, the false state- 
ments, of the conduct and proceedings of 
Friends, as contained inthe orthodox pub- 
ications. But having been solicited to 
pursue a different course, and consider- 
ung that these publications are circulated 
with ereat indastry, and sent to a dis- 
sance the scene of action, where no 
testimany exists to refute the calumnics 
whieh they coutain, unless offered through 
the tnedium of the press, we have con- 
cluded to enter into a more minute inves- 
gation of the unpleasant subject, than 
uad been, at the first, contemplated. 

We have received an authentic state- 
sent from one whorwas ‘present, of the 
transactions that took place at Bucks’ 
Quarterly Meeting, in the $th month, and 


the Monthly Meetings belonging there- 
to, held in the 9th month. Of the pro- 
ceedings at Abington, antecedent to ti 
of Bucks, we have, as yet,-no official in- 
formation. To avoid delay, the state- 
ments are presented in the order in which 
they came authenticated tous, not in the 
order of time. The following quotation, 
taken from the third number of the 
“Friend,” an orthodox paper published 
in Philadelphia, will serve to introduce 
the subject: 

“In Bucks County, the same hostile 
feelings appeared to predominate. At 
the Quarterly Meeting, held at Falsing- 
ton, in the 8th month, a distinguished 
minister among the new sect, denominat- 
ed the Committee of the Yearly Meet- 
ing, who were present, ‘ the hlood-hounds 
of persecution !!? Many of the hearers 
appeared to catch the influence of his 
‘forbearing’ spirit, and two of the Month- 
ly Meetings which immediately ensued, 
were necessarily held in the yard, attach- 
ed to the meeting house, the followers of 
i. H. charitably keeping possession of 
the houses for themselves, while aged 
and infirm Friends, of both sexes, were 
under the necessity of standing for hours, 
in the open air, exposed to the burning 
ravs of a summer sun; a third Month- 
ly Meeting was held in a dwelling 
house.” 

In the Quarter above alluded to, held 
the Sth of the 8th month, long and vio- 
lent opposition was made by the ortho- 
dox members, aided by the Philadelphia 
Committee, (miscalled the Yearly Meet- 
ing Committee) to the proceedings of the 
Meeting, although united in by more than 
five sixths of the members. It was in the 
course of this discussion that “a distin- 
guished minister” alluded to the bloody 
persecutions of a hireling priesthood in 
times past, in which he quoted the pro- 


| phet Jsaiah ivi. 2, and “denominated” 


them, (not “ the Committee”) “ the blood- 
hounds of persecution.” 


The orthodox members, resolving to 
continue their opposition to the Quarter, 
whatever might be the consequence, cen- 
tinued to sit after it had regularly gone 
through its business, and concluded— 
opened another meeting, called it the 
Quarterly Meeting of Bucks, and having 
adjourned to the morning of the 31st, they 


then appointed a number of persons, both 
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men and women, to visit all the Monthly | 
Meetings of the Quarter, in the spurious 
character of a Quarterly Meeting’s Com- 
mittee!! 

In the week succeeding the Quarter- 

ly Meeting, the Monthly Meetings took 
place ; we shall speak of them in the or- 
der in which they were held. Bucking- 
ham and Solebury, on second and third 
days. At these meetings, when opened, 
the orthodox committee, appointed by 
the spurious Quarter aforesaid, present- 
ed their credentials, and extracts from 
the minutes of that meeting; but they 
were not acknowledged by the meetings, 
which proceeded to their unfinished bus- 
iness, on the minutes. After this was 
concluded, the orthodox members com- 
menced and went. through their business 
in each of the houses, respectively, with- 
out any interruption from Friends, who 
quietly waited until the former had fin- 
ished their concerns, and retired. 

At the Monthly Meeting of Wrights- 
town, the orthodox members attending, 
presented their extracts, as before, which 
the meeting declined reading ; when one | 
of them being called upon by his asso- | 
ciates to act as clerk, took from his pock- 
et, and read a minute, that had been fre- | 
viously hrepared, adjourning the mecting | 
for five minutes! They then retired, | 

saying that they were “ forced from the | 
house’, stayed together in the yard } 
about twenty minutes, and finally adjourn- | 
to a private dwelling. 
We are now to speak of the “two |} 
Monthly Meetings,” referred to in the 
foregoing extract, to wit, Makefield and 
Middletown. In each of these meetings 
the orthodox presented their extracts as | 
from the Quarterly Meeting of Bucks, 
held on the 30th and 31st ; but they were 
told that Friends did not know, nor could 
they acknowledge any meeting held on 
the 3ist as the Quarterly Meeting of 
Bucks, that meeting having con¢luded its 
business, and finally adjourned on the 
30th ; the orthodox party then withdrew, 
saying they were “forced from the house”; 
to which a Friend replied: “No, friends, 
you are not forced from the house; for 
you have not even been requested to 


Teave the house”:—the reply was, “ Yes, 


we are.” At Makeficld, where there are 
but fwoor three orthodox male adults, 
they, with the committee, retired to a 
shade near the house, and transacted their 
business. At Middletown, where there 
are about six adult males, after staying 
some time in the Meeting house yard, 
they withdrew to a neighbouring dwei- 
ling house. Such are the facts as they 
occurred, at the Monthly Meetings of 
Bucks Quarter. We have no room for 
comments, but leave our readers to com- 
pare them, with the extract made from 
the “ Friend,”’ and make their Own con- 
clusion. 

In that paper it is also stated that “The 
Monthly Meeting of Middletown, con- 
cluded to meet at.the uewal fime, in the 
10th month at Bristol, leavine the house 
at Middletown, tothe ocewpancy of the 
separatists. At the appointed time, they 
assembled at the meeting house, and 
found it locked against them, So carcfi./ 


had the followers of been that 


Friends should not find 4 meeting place 
on the premises, that a school kept on 
the property of the Society, had been 
dismissed, andthe house locked up, lest 
they should use dt as a meeting room.” 

Now the Meeting house at Bristol is 
opened for meeting, on/y on the fourt/ 
day of the week; (if we except first day) 
but the orthodox metat Bristol, not at 
“the usual time,” but on the sixth of the 
week, a day on which the house is al- 
ways “locked.” Neither was the school 
house “ locked up, lest they should use it 
asa meeting room,” for that day being the 
regular-time of holding the Monthly 
Meeting at Middletown, the schodl was, 
as usual, dissmissed on that account. 


We are also told, in the same paper, 
that the “ midweek méeting” at Solebury 
was changed “ without any apparent rea- 
son,” and for sinister purposes, and that 
the person having charge of the «house, 
was “ directed” not to “open it at the 
usual time.” Now the “reason” for 
changing the day of meeting, which had 
been held on the third day of the week, 
was a good one, aud the alteration had 
been proposed years before: vis. because 
the day following was market day, aw‘! 
the meeting being held on the precee:'- 
ing day interfered with the necessary ar- 


rangements for market. Again, no 
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rection whatever was given by the meet- 
ing, about opening the house; and it was | 
found “ locked,” simply because no meet- 
ing was to be held there! If “the per- 
son who kept the key, refused to open it,” 
we think that he was wrong in so doing 
but certainly the body eught not to be in- 
culpated for the error ot an individual. 
With respect therefore, to the distort- 
ed view given by the “ Friend,” of. the 
proceedings inthe Monthly Meetings of 
Bucks Quarter, this is the sum:—Eight 
or ten adult male members, out of about 
180, “in two of the Monthly Meetings” | 
particularly referred to, and nearly the 
same proportions, in the uther meetings* 
are opposed to the proceedings of those ) 
meetings: they cannot govern, and they | 
will not submit: after pertinaceous ef- | 


forts te gain their object, without success, || 


they voluntarily leave the meetings; | 
separate from Friends, and set up other | 
meetings, in the yards or sheds, contrary | 
to the order and discipline of the Society ; 
or they gather to meeting houses on days 
when no meetings are held, although 
they know that the houses are locked, 
and from thence adjourn to private 
houses. Out of these disorderly and pre- 
concerted movements, a story is framed 
and published to cast an odium upon their 
brethren; in wh'ch they state that the 
Monthly Meetings are “forced” from 
the meeting houses. by “ separatists,” or 
n “new sect,’ and turned out into “the 
open air,exposed to the burning rays of 
a summer sun’’!! 

The objectionable character of these 
proceedings, on the part of our orthodox 
brethren, is nota little enhanced by the 
considerations, that as soon as it became 
evident that a separation would take 
place, offers were made them, for an 
amicable adjustment, whereby difficulties 
might be obviated, charitable feelings 
cherished one towards another, and the 
just rights and accommodations of each 
secured. But those friendly offers, have 
been uniformly rejected by them, some- 
times with contumely. ‘Thus, in order to 
sustain pretensions—an infallibility that 
belongs not to mortals, they would enter 

*.4t Kalle M. Meeting the proportion 


into no preliminaries, to. procure and 
maintain peace and charity. Was it to. 
support the letter of discipline? By the | 
course pursued they sacrificed those very 
benefits, to secure which the discipline 
was framed! Was it to preserve relig-. 
ion, pure, and undefiled? The holies€ 
precepts of Christianity have been violat- 
ed, to enforce theoretical dogmas, or ab- 
stract propositions in theology !' 


The statement found in the same pub- 
lication, respecting the conduct of Friends 
at Darby, is of a similar character to that. 
above adverted to. At this Monthly ' 
Meeting, there are about fifteen tamilies 
believed to be orthodox, and about nine- | 
ty families of Friends. Located near to 
the city of Philadelphia, they had beer 
frequently visited by orthodox commit-. 
tees and ministers, from whom they had 
experienced considerable interruption in 
the transaction of their regular business, 
as well as.a full share of denunciation and 
abuse, such as is found in the New York 
sermon, published in-the last number of 
the Berean. Without entering into de- 
tails, the amount of their offence consists 
in the opposition they made to the sitting 
of an unauthorized meeting on the wo- 
men’s side of the house, after the regular 
Monthly Meeting had adjourned. The 
orthodox females were persevering in 
their efforts to accomplish this object, 
and the members of the meeting, were 
not less determined, it seems, to prevent 
it: in consequence of which the former 
were constrained to give up the point, 
and adjourn to a private house. During 
this struggle, improprieties were commit- 
ted by individuals, on both sides ; but the 
colouring given to these transactions in 
the orthodox papers, is similar to that 
imparted to those above related: yet we 
may express a regret that the useof the 
house was not granted to the opposition, 
without strife or contention. In all such 
cases, a peaceable and forbearing course 
is the proper and only one. It has beep 
emphatically recommended by our Year- 
ly Meeting, and adhered to by the body 
of Friends, as far as our knowledge ex- 
tends. But it ought also to be taken into 
view, that Friends were suddenly thrown — 
into an unprecedented, and tried situation, 
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‘The orthodox party had employed ‘a 
number of the most able lawyers and re- 
fused all offers of compromise, As they 
had given to understand that all the re- 
ligion was theirs : so they had declared, 
over and over again, that all the frofer- 
ty of right, belonged to them also, and 
that they would have all or none. Under 
such novel circumstances, it is not mar- 
vellous that some irregular efforts should 
be attempted, here and there, to defend, 
or secure rights, supposed to be thus jeo- 
pardized, by the inordinate pretensions, 
and overbearing conduct of the few. It 
is ardently to be wished, however, that 
no considerations of this kind, may, in fu- 
ture, surprise any of our members into 
proceedings inconsistent with the non-re- 
sisting spirit of the Gospel of Christ. 


FOR THE. BEREAN. 


®©N THE CHARACTER AND MIS- 
SION OF JESUS CHRIST 


Continued from fr. 45 ) 
It may surprise some to be told, that 
the word atonement is no where to be 
found in any of the four evangelists, nor 
in the Acts of the Apostles, and that it 
occurs but once in the epistles; yet it is 
undeniable that this is the fact. Theon- 


‘Yy place'in the New Testament where 


the reader will find the word is Rom, v. 
11. This test, or the very face of. it, 
teaches what is far different from the 
popular notion of atonement. It declares 
that the afostles received the atonement 
by Christ: not that God received satis- 
faction for the sins of the world by his 
death. Atonement means reconciliation, 
The.same Greek word is in other places 
yendered reconciliation. Rom. v. 10.— 
xi. 18, 1 Cor. vii..11. 2 Cor. v..18—g09, 
God loved mankind as much before he 
gave his Son, as he hath ever done since; 
Christ was not the cause, but the effect of 
the love of God tothe world, the gift of 
his precious love, Had God needed re- 
conciliation, to have reconciled him-would 
have been impossible ; for this clear rea- 
son, reconciliation implies a change in the 
party who is reconciled; but God is un- 


changeable: had he ever been.the enemy 
of mankind, their enemy he must have 
eternally remained. Because the gospel 
dispensation, under which the Gentiles 
were brought nigh, was introduced, or 
rather restored, through the eoming ot 
Christ, they are said to be reconciled by 
his death, to be made nigh by his blood. 
Rom. v.10. Eph. xi. 12—17. Col.i.2n. 

“ The doctrines of satisfiction and im- 
putative righteousness, connected with 
the Calvinistic system, present to the eye 
of enlightened reason a tissue .of errors 
and inconsistencies. It is. said that as 
mankind have sinned against an Infinite 
Being, his justice demanded an Infinite 
satisfaction. In reply it may with equal 
propriety be said, that the sins of man- 
kind, being finite beings, could zof in jus- 
tice require an infinite satisfaction. And 


if it were the human or finite part of. 
Christ that died, then an infinite satisfac- . 


tion has not to this day been made to di- 
vine justice. 

The infiniteness of the Divine Lawgiv- 
er no more constitutes the transgression 
of his laws an infinite evil, than it does 
obedience to those laws an infinite good. 


If sin be in its nature an infinite. evil, ev- . 


ery. sin must be such; but if every sin be 
an infinite evil, requiring an infinite satis- 
faction, how could one such satisfaction 


be more th-n an atonement for one. sin ? 


Jesus, while performing his ministry on 
earth, preached “the necessity of good 
works, and the concurrence of the human 
will with Divine Grace.” A holy life,”’ 
says Jeremy Taylor, “ will make our be- 
lief holy, if we consult rot hnmenity and 


its imperfections in the choice of our re- 


ligion, but search for truth without de- 
signs, save only of acquiring heaven.,”’ 
But the trinitarian. asserts, that by the 


external sacrifice of Christon the cross, | 


he made such perfect atonement and sat- 


isfaction to Divine Justice, by becoming a 
substitute for sinful man, and bearing the 
guilt of the whole world, that. all the.debt | 
was fully paid by him—therefore leaving — 
nothing for man to pay. or offer. The. 


debt being thus entirely, discharged, man 
can in jusice require from his Father the 


salvation thus obtained, and his “carna). 


heart may still be at enmity with hia!’ 
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The justice of God will not permit him | 
totake twice, payment for one thing: 
seeing that Christ hath already satisfied 
for sins and paid God to the uttermost 
farthing, he cannot lay our sins to our 
charge§ ~ 

But the Scriptures protest against the 
doctrine and practice of imputed guilt 
and vicarious punishment. In the moral 
system which God has established, inno- 
cence, righteousness, sin, and guilt, are all 
frersonat, and cannot be transferred from 
one being to another. 


« Jesus suffered, though innocent, but 
he was not punished ; he was made like 
sinners in condition, that is, he was 
made mortal, but Ae knew no sin, actual 
or imputative ; and could he, who knew 
no sin, who was not conscious of being a 
sinner, bear the guilt of the whole 
world ? 


The popular notion of . atonement 
charges Ged with imputing sin toa _ per- 
fectly righteous person, and punishing him 
for it in the place of the guilty.. What 


such a false and unjust imputation the 


gronnd of treating the righteous as the 
wicked? 


What a different view does the Sacred 


record give us of the character of the Di- { 


vine Being, and of the mission of his Son ! 
When divested of all this complicated 
system of human invention, how plain 
and simple is the display ot Eternal good- 
ness! God is Love: essentially pure 
and ever during love. His mercy endu- 
reth forever. In him are centred all the 


perfections which have ever been inag- 


ined, in the spirit of the most enlightened 


man, or in the conception of the purest | 


seraph. He rejoices in the happiness of 
the creatures he has mate, and every ob- 


ject which salates our wondering. eyes | 
declare his glory and benevolence. To) 
suppose one moment that such a being | 
would create a portion of his workman- | 
ship and heritage for the purpose of; 
dooming them to endless misery, for acts | 
they are obliged to commit, is so exqui- | 
sitely preposterous, as to be admitted in- 

to no heart but one cisiaved by the chains | 


ot Gerkness and bigotry. 


The Scriptures plainly teach that sal- 
| vation, and all the other blessings of the 
gospel, originated in and flow from. the 
great love of God to a sinful world; that 
Jesus Christ was under no view the cause, 
but the effect and gift of God’s love to 
men ; that God was not moved by any 
thing but his own love to shew mercy to 
sinners, and save them, but that his: rich 
mercy arises from his great love, and 
that salvation is of his grace—is his. gift. 
According to the Scriptures, all is of the 
grace of God, of his unmerited, unpur- 
chased favour, of which Jesus is not the 
procuring cause, nor his death the price ; 
but of which he is the medium, and_ his 
death the seal, or confirmation. 

As the orthodox after all acknowledge 
there is and can be but one God, the doc- 
trine of atonement supposes God to be- 
come man, to bear the weight of his own 
wrath, to die in agonies on the cross, to 
satisfy his own justice and make atone- 
ment to himself for the sins of his crea- 
tures, and purchase salvation to himself 


for them ! 
can be more cruelthan the making of |, 


It is not necessary to reduce Christian 
redemption to a mercantile transaction, a 
bargain, an affair of sale, purchase and 
delivery, to veil the Supreme Excellence, 
the God of Love, the infinite Fountain of 
Mercy, in dark clouds of wrath and_vin- 
dictiveness. 

Jesys came into the. world.to.do. the 
will of his Father, and to-be a perfect ex- 
ample to all his followers, of meekness, 
humility, and patience. To fulfill his 
glorious mission of peace and salvation, 
through the efficacy of that gospel which 
he introduced, he was endued with. ex- 
traordinary powers, and in him the Holy 
Spirit was poured without measure. 
John iii. 34. He lived and walked so near 
to the direction and will of his heavenly 
Father, that he declared they. were one 
—having one will,. purpose and de- 


| Sign—precisely one in that sense in which 
| all his followers could also become one 


—that they may be one as we are,”’ 
“as thou Father art in me, and Lin thee, 
that they also may be one in us,” “that 
they may be one, even. as we are one; I 
in them, and they in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one.” Paul and 
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Apollos were one inthe same sense. 
1 Cor. iii. 8 

Jesus was dent peculiarly to the Jews, 
as he himself declares he was. “not sent 


.btit to the lost sheep of the house of Is 
rael,” and the Ev angelist testifies that) 


“he came to his own” people or nation, 
“and his own received him not.” He 


died—a victim to the hatred and perse- | 


cution of that very people nation— 
and by that death closed’ the series of 
types which prefigured the coming and 
reign of that Christ, who is “ God. mani- 
fest in the flesh,” and whose kingdom isa 
kingdom of universal righteousness and 
peace. That prepared body in which 


Jesus came, was merely the vehicle in | 


which Christ was then outwardly mani- 
fested, and as this external manifestation 
“redounded to the general benefit of man- 
kind,” the sufferings and death of’ his 
body to which it was consequently sub- 
jected, were accounted a “ most satisfac- 
tory offering,” because they were thus in- 
stinctly “connected with the salvation of 
men.” 

We may ascribe, therefore, salvation 
to Christ as the wisdom of God and the 


power of God—for if Christ be distinct | 


from God, then would God be without 
his own power and wisdom—and to the 
body or manhood of Christ, but not other- 
wise than as the insfrument through 
which the gospel was brought to light 
and declared to mankind, by a strict at- 
tention to which, through the free and un- 
purchased mercy of God through Christ, 
man becomes saved or reconciled unto 
God. In the life of Jesus was exhibited 
the purity of that Gospel which he 
preached, and he gave his testimony and 
seal to its truth and importance, by his 
patient submission to insuits and suffer- 
ings of the most cruel character, and by 
his “triumphant martyrdom.” 

What a sublime lesson does the life of 
Jesus furnish to his followers! How full 
of consolation and triumph his glorious 
resurrection from death, and victory over 
the grave ; giving us an indubitable proof 
of the immortality of the soul, and an as- 
surance that if we copy his illustrious ex- 
ample, we shall also reign with him! In 
Jesus, was manifested Christ, who is “the 


! wisdom and power ot God ;” and that ¢ 
| vine power which was evidented in hie 


- | to:those of his own nation and people, is 


eternally the same, “yesterday, to day, 


“all those, who like him waik in the light 
and become children of the hght. 

| God in Christ is the trde divinity of 
Christ, without any distinction in nature, 
| kind,-person, or mode of existence. The 
| Almighty could enable the man Christ 

| Jesus to redeem or save mankind from’ 
git and all its consequences, as fully a 

| could have been done, even though is 
| sus Christ had been both God and’ man. 
1 Ged was in Christ.” ‘Yo be iz Cinist 
| isnot to de Christ, any more than the con- 
‘tents of a vessel are the vessel itseit. 
| The apostle John says,“ He that’ dweli- 
‘ethin dove, dwelleth in but no 
in hissenses will suppose this im- 
plies personality. 

| We believe that God dwelt in Christ, 
manifested himself through him, taught 
men by him, and communicated to him 
his spirit without measure. So that 
' when Christ came, God visited the werld, 
and dwelt with men more conspicuously 
, than at any former period. . Jesus said — 
came not to do mine own came 
not from myself—I came from God. 
The doctrine that Jesus, who was born at 


slept; who suffered, and’ was Crucified ; 
who came from God; who prayed to 
God; who did God’s will} and who said, 
on leaving the world, “I ascend to 
Father, and your Father, to my God, and 
. your God ;” the doctrine, that this Je- 
sus wasthe Supreme God himself, and 
the same being with his Father, this 
seems to us a contradiction to reason aud 
scripture so flagrant, that the simpic 
statement of it is a sufficient retutation: 
_.. No one can really believe thattne A;- 
mighty God hungered and thirsted, was 
| faint and weary, was buffetted and spit 
upon, was crucified and buried, and at the 
| same time contemplate his infinite per: 
| fections with that awe and reverence just- 
| ly due from the creature to the Creator. 
The scriptures declare that. the tleacd 
| 


of Christ “cleanseth from ail sin.”? Je- 


sus shed his blead on the eress, and ti 


and forever,” and manifested also 


Bethlehem ; who ate, and drank, and 
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REFORMATION. 


blood was a type of the spiritual blood of | 
‘Christ, our great High Priest and Sancti- 
fier. Can men expect ever to experience 
any other salvation than from their sins, 
or by any other means than the inward 
and spiritual death of the cross, and the 
outpouring of. the heavenly blood of 
Christ? As nothing outward and visible 
¢an in its nature save an invisi le and im- 
mortal spirit, that belief which lead men 
¢<o rely on the outward sacrifice made 


#ar error, arising from the dark concep- 
tions of the human mind. 

Salvation is absolutely from God; 
Christ is the instrument, but not the cause 
of it; and he saves men, not by clothing 
‘them imputatively with his own right- 
weousness, but by turning them from their 
jniquities, and prevailing upon them by 
the strong motives presented by his op- 
eration on their hearts, to become righte- 
ous each one for himselt. God’s essen- 
tial and unchangeable mercy, not Christ’s 
infinity, is the scriptural foundation of a 
sinner’s hope. If we be “saved by the 
righteousness of Christ,” it will not be by 
the imputed righteousness as many main- 


Christ, or the Spirit of God, or God him- 
self produces in our hearts; and this is 
the only righteousness which saves aman 
from sin, alid enables him to “ work ont 
his salvation with fear and trembling.” 
“ Let no man deceive you: he that do- 
the righteousness is righteous, even as he 
{Christ} is righteous: and whosoever 
aloeth not righteousness is not of God.” 
1 John ii. 7, 10. 

Turning therefore. from. all outward 
things which are but types and shadows 
of inward and, spiritual realities, Jet us 
learn what the cross of Christ .is—what 
the door of the true sheeptold, what the 
way, the truth and the life. 

{ To be continued, ) 


From the Reformer. 


REFORMED BAPTISTSIN NORTH 
CAROLINA. 


The follow ing communication from a 
C0 ai Nerth Carolina, we 


without the gates of Jerusalem, isa vul- | 


tain, but by that righteousness which | 


| 


doubt not, will be read with much inter- 
est by those acquainted with the bold 
stand made in that part of the country 
against the money-begging, missionary 
and other schemes, got up in this day un- 
der pretence of promoting the cause of 
Christianity. 


«“ Mr. Editor,—As you are engaged in 
the work of reforming abuses, (and tor 
aught I know, have been often ready to 
despond with regard to our progress in 
this part of the country) you will no doubt 
experience much satisfccion in hearing 
of the success which has attended our 
cause, and also be encouraged in the lau- 
dable nndertaking of exposing the anti- 
christian schemes and proceedings of the 
present day. The Lord is on your side, 
though as yet he may have seen fit only to 
encourage you here and there. Righte- 
ousness cannot effectually be withstood ; 
and as sure as God is true and his prom- 
ise sure, you will in the end prevail; and 
ten with the sword of truth, will put,ten 
thousand to flight when engaged in the 
schemes and inventions of men. 

“ To ransack the land for money, and 
form innumerable societies to promote 
the religion of Jesus Christ, has nothing 
for its support in the example of Christ 
or the Apostles, nor in the practice of any 
of the early Christians, nor indeed in the 
practice of true Christians in any period 
of the world. And the inventions of the 
false church and a false priesthood to 
build up the kingdom of Christ by means 
of money and missionary societies, evi-— 
dently came fromthe Prince of Darkness, 
and they have had no ether effect but to 
exalt and aggrandize a few at the ex- 
pense of many, and have brought dark- 
ness, confusion, and every evil work, ov- 
er the whole face of Christendom. 

* A reformation, therefore, must and will 
take place. The promises of God, and 
the nature of Christ’s kingdom, both show 
that there shall be such an event. For 
Christ has said,‘my kingdom is not of 
this world ;’ and if you look at all sects 
at this day that profess the religion of Je- 
sus Christ, can one be found notconform- 
edto this world? May not.‘ tekel? be 
wrote on.them all? “hose then that be- 
long to the true kiugdom of Christ’ must 
$961; come out fron) among them, and ap- 
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it may be asked. Why as it always has 


ness, there was a motion made to refer 
.it again to the churches another year, but 


 yote, it was decided by a large majority 


‘their Letters,as they were read. If I 


country. The éffect of the adoption of 


REFORMATION. 


= 
ar visible, asa city on an hill, How? | 


been done whenever the church became 
corrupt and conformed to the world, giv- 
ing offence to the truly pious and sincere, 
so as to render it necessary for them to 
withdraw or separate from them, that 


those that are approved may be manifest 
by rejecting the inventions and corrupt 
practices of men fer the laws and doc- 
trines of Christ, and strictly adhering to 
his requirements and example in all 
things. 

» “But to proceed to my narrative :—I 
was a spectator at the Kehukee Associa- 
tion in Halifax county, North Carolina, 
on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of October, 1827, 
and beheld the proceedings of that As- 
sociation in regard tothe ‘ Declaration of 
the Reformed Baptist Churches.’ At 
the Association last year, (1826) the Dec- 
laration was submitted to the inspection 
of the churches composing the Kehukee 


Association; and they were, at this As- | 


sociation, to signify in their Letters tothe 
Association, their reception or rejection 
of the whole or any part of the articles 
contained in that declaration. When the 
Association met aad proceeded to busi- 


it was objected to :—and on being put to 
to receive the answer of the churches, in 
mistake not, there were twenty churches 
unanimous in favour of adopting the Ar- 


ticles, and several other churches were 
in favour ofall except the word reform. 


The association is composed of thirty | 


eight churches, situated between the 
Roanoke and Tar Rivers, and extends 
from the sea shore for 150 miles up the 


the articles was’ wonderful; for those 
that had been engaged on the side of mis- 
sions, &c. after some debate, did, in many 
things, make their humble acknowedg- 
ments to their brethren, with tears, and 
begged their forgiveness, whose hearts 


were susceptible of feeling and forgive- | 


ness. things were like an electric 
shock, spreading to all in the council, 


‘about seventy persons. Nor did it stop 


here—for even their brethren standing: 
round to hear, were so Overcome with 
joy, that they broke unto the Association 
in their rapture—and all: was love and 
tears, with kissing, shaking hands, em- 
bracing each other, confessing, forgiving, 
peace and fellowship, the like of which, 
though Iam an old man, I have never 
seen before among Christians of any de- 
nomination. I was forced to turn aside 
and weep, and say to myself, God is here 
among this people of a truth, from the 
great love and joy. which i saw among 
them. 

“T do not think that if the greatest 
sticklers for modern missions and other 
schémes of the day, had have witnessed 
this scene of love and affection, but that 
they must have confessed that God was 
in favour of the reformation from these 
practices, and acknowledged that such 
money collecting and pretended soul sav- 
ing projects were anti-christian and in- 
jurious to the peace and prosperity’ of 
the kingdom of Christ,—who out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings perfects 
praise, instead of the flowery speeches 
of the rich and great—aud makes use of 
the weak things of the world to promote 
his cause on the earth, instead of learned 
Rabbies and pompous and hired mission- 
aries, that no flesh may glory in his pres- 
ence. | 

“* At this time of divine visitation, for se 
it must be called, I heard the oldest min- 
ister in the Association say,—This is of 
God—for all the men in the world could 
not have produced snch a change in the 
feelings and views of the Association as 
is now felt and enjoyed—nor have brought. 
them so to see, eye to eye. “The article 
in Missions was taken up for debate. 
After some explanation, the vote was ta- 
ken and carried in favour of its adoption 
with scarce a dissenting voice. The joy 
that was felt on the cccasion, tongue can- 
not express. Then Tract Societies,  Bi- 
ble Societies, and Theological Seminaries 
were taken into consideration, and shared . 
the same fate of disapprobation by the | 
Association, with scarce a dissenting 
voice. 

“Thus has terminated.a most critical 
and important period in the affairs of the 
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TESTIMONY. 


Association, by the rejection of these 
modern schemes and inventions of world- 
ly wise men, who, like Simon Magus, 
think that.the gift and favour of God 
may be purchased and extended by 
means of money. The Association hope 
never again to be annoyed and disturbed 
by these new invented and money-getting 
schemes.of men, nor by their runners and 
agents in their support, since they will be 
under. a necessity to discountenance them 
as disturbers of the peace and union of 
the churches. The joy, union, and peace 
now spread over this'tract of country be- 
tween ministers, churches, and people in 
general—in place of missionary schemes, 
strife, and contention, is the Lord’s* do- 
ings, through his instrument, to your’s 
and others encouragemeut be it spoken. 
Go on—for the Lord has here signally 
shewn that he is on your side, and will in 
the end prosper your labours, though in 
many places fora long time you will on- 
ly be paid with the answer of a good con- 
science, reproaches and ill-will. ‘This is 
the reward you must expect from most 
for sending fire through the world to 
burn up the trash and stubble of. men’s 
inventions, which has been done to some 
extent in this part of the country ; for it 
was said by the oldest minister in the As- 
sociation, that at this time he did not 
know that there existed a missionary So- 
ciety in North Carolina. 
A KEHUKEAN.” 


For the Berean. 


The following account of John Steel, 


J. Story and J. Wilkinson, are recom- 
mended to the weighty consideration of 
Friends. 

John Steel was a plain countryman, of 
not much note or"appearance in the So 
ciety of the people called Quakers, in 
England. One day, when following his 
plough, he felt a constraint on his mind, 


of the country. This was complied with, 
and he set out, not knowing whither he 
was to go, nor what service was for hin: 
todo: but following the motion that im- 


pressed his mind, he at length came to 4 
place where he heard, that at some dis- 
tance, a mecting of conference was ap- 
pointed to he held, between Friends and 
John Wilkinson and John Story on account 
of their separation from the Seciety. He 
felt his mind drawn to attend the meeting 
where William Penn, Robert Barclay and 
other eminent Friends were metupon this 
occasion. After some time John. Steel 
had a testimony to deliver, which came 
with such powerful weight and authority, 
that it is said William Penn afterward 
remarked to Robert Barclay, “This is 
neither the wisdom of the North, nor the 
eloquence of the South, but the power of 
God through a ploughman, marvellous in 
our eyes.”’—The said testimony of John 
Steel being as follows: 

“ The Lord our God, with whom the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are 
hid, in an acceptable time in this our age 
and generation, hath given of his gifts un- 
to his children, for the gathering of peo- 
ple out cf the world unto God.—lf any 
shall be unfaithful in the gift, he that 
gave it, will take it away: then nothing 
remains, but the words which were learn- 
ed of the Lord, while they had the gift; 
and with these words, they wili war 
against the ‘Truth, and against them who 
have received the Gospel order. For 
they are now bringing up new things, 
which were not in the beginning ;—they, 
themselves being gone from that, which 
was in the beginning,—having the smooth 
words, which man cannot see through, 
but as their fruits make them manifest, 
and an inward eye is opened.” 

“The doctrine of that spirit is so 
smooth, that many cannot see a hole in it; 
but the nature of it is, to divide Friends 
asunder, like stray sheep. They go 
about to support this wrong spirit; al- 
though they have been engaged in many 
services of the Lord, and he honoured 
them, and gave them victory, and clothed 
them with the beautiful garments ;—yet 
if they go about to support this. spirit, 
their garments shall be torn as the coat 
of asheep among briars and thorns. For 
if any who have received the Gift, be not 
faithful to it, the Lord will do, as he hath 
done, confound them out of the mouths of 
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‘And now several of the sensible mem- 


bers? Shall they be cut off? Nay: the 
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babes: and sucklings. ‘For neither wic/, 
nor wealth, shall bear rule among the peo- 
ple of God; but the Pawer of the Lord 
Ged must go over all, and in that must 
the Rule be.” 

“In the months that are past, and the 


years that are gone, it could not be said j 


We, and They ; but one God, one Spirit, 
and one People, were known. But in 
process of time an evil spirit and power is 
entered as leaven, whereby it is said, We 
and They. But the Power of the Lord is 
to pass over that, and by it, ‘hat is to be 
destroyed ; and one-Power, one Spirit, 
anc one People is to be known; if ever 
God’s salvation be known. By that one 
Power of the one God, all are made sen- 
sible members of that Body, of which Je- 
sus Christ is Head. But in process of 
time (through the subtility of the devil) 
some of these membets have been be- 
numbed, and lost the sense of feeling. 


bers, of which Christ Jesus is Head, have 
endeavoured time aftcr time, together 
with the help of the Head, to seek the 
recovery of the benumbed members ;— 
but no recovery could be made.” 
“What shall be done to these mem- 


counsel of God is not so in my heart. 
But let them be as near the body as may 
be; that if it may be, they may again re- 
ceive. virtue from the Head, and come to 
the sense of feeling again. They were 
seeing members once, and did work for 
God, when they did see; but becoming 
numb, they are also blind, and it is unto 
them as a continual night. And being in 
the blindness, they would be working for 
God ; and being used to go abroad when 
they are sensible, 80 they would be guing 
abroad when they are blind.” 

“ But what shall be done to these mem- 
bers? Letthem be bound. If it please 
God, while they have a being in the tab- 
ernacle, or before they ¢o outof the body, 
let them be loosed ; if not, let them be 
bound forever.” 

_ “ This is the judgment of God, upon 
thee, John Story, ahd upon thee, John 
Wilkinson. If it be not just and équal, 


ye may reject it, ifye can.” And to this 
thev were stient 


= 


John Burnyeat says, “ Friends spent 
four days, in hearing and going through 
the matters relating to the difference, that 
was eccasioned through the oppesition of | 
John Story and John Wilkinson, to the 
blessed order of the Truth.”* This 
meeting was held at Drawwell, near Sed- 
berg, in Yorkshire, in the second month, 
called April, 1676. John Steel, “and 
others, returned with John Burnyeat, to 
Cumberland:—See Burhnyeat’s, Works, 
p. 69 &c. 


THE FCOD oF CHRIST. 


“Where thou feecest? What ‘then 
may be Christ’s f.od? For even Christ 
now hath his diet, and his’ food, though 
not of figs, after which he hungered, nor 
of flesh which he did eat, nor of broiled 
fish, which he seemed to eat, &c. but 
Christ himself tells us, John 4. 34, ‘My 
meat is to do the will of my Father, and 
to finish his work.’ And he tells us also 
where he rests, Cant. 6.2, 3, ‘ Among the 
beds of spices:’ that is, among broken 


and contrite hearts; and his delight is 


along the lillies, those which he hath 
made white by his own righteousness ; 
and among his roses in his garden; among 
those, which he. hath. sanctified by his 
own Spirit, in whose nostrils the reasona- 
ble obedience of his saints, and humbie 
resignation of their wills planted in them 
by himself, must needs be as incense, and 
a sweet smelling sacrifice, and odours ev- 
ermore acceptable to: him, there doth he 
refresn himself: Christ is fed and re- 
freshed in his members.. Take heed, 
then, that ye do not suffer Christ to starve 
within you, lest at the last day it be said 
toyour charge: ‘I was hungry, and ye 
gave me no meat, thirsty, and ye gave 
me no drink, naked, and ye clothed me 
not,’ &c. Matt. 25.42. But do you think, 
that Christ is fed with corporat food ?. I 
assure you this for your comfort, that 
those that feed Christ shall never perish ; 
but now to feed the hungry with bread 
externally, to go to them that are shut up 
in prison, this every man may do by: his 
natural power; ye may de this, and yet 
give where there is ve may do 
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and yet suffer your Saviour to starve; 
this is not a true feeding of Christ: No, 
no, it is another guess feeding that he re- 
quires, or that he will reward: the mean- 
ing is, 1 had a spiritual hunger, and a apir- 
itual nakedness, this ye did not relieve, 
satisfy, and supply: When I lay beg- 
ging, and knocking at your door for relief 


ef this kind, ye would not hear me, and 


now I will not hear you: you suffered me 
to starve, and do you expect I should re- 
lieve you? ‘Depart, 1 know you not: 

Lord (say they). we never saw thee a 
hungry, but we fed thee, or naked, but 
we clothed thee, or in prison, but we vis- 
ited thee.” They wonder, that Christ 
should lay that to their charge ; for who 
is more careful to relieve him outwardly. ? 


and yet, you see Christ will not know 


them. Therefore take notice, that it is 
not enough, that if no man demand, ye 
need not give: or if you do give, you have 
done all; for ye may be guilty of neglect- 
ing Christ notwithstanding: ‘Blessed 
are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ; for they shall be satisfied,’ 
Matt. 5.6. Let Christ be fed and satis- 


fied in thy soul; give him such meat as. 


he can eat: his meat isto do the will¥of 
his Father, and to finish his work; take 
heed ye suffer him not to starve: thou 
feedest him in bis members, yea, out- 
wardly; but that is not enough: I tell 
you, that is but an emblem of feeding 


Christ, that is but the outside ; thou dost } 


but (as it were). perform the small mat- 
ter of the law, and neglectest the weigh- 
ty matters thereof. ‘To oppose or perse- 
cute his members, is tooppose and per- 
secute him: Therefore in that regard 
also take heed, ye displease not the Son, 
er ye perish in the way.”=[ Everard. 


MODERN EPHESUS. 


® After breakfasting' we set out for 
Ephesus, the ruins of which commence 
about half a mile from Ayassalook. 
We passed over to the foot of Mount 
Prion, or Lepre,at the base ‘of which it 
it was situated, and at every step we en- 
countered some scattered fragments of 
plain on which it once 


stood has now been extended to. the dis- 


tance of two or three miles, by the effects — 


of the Cayster, and the portion formerly 
the harbour is now a mere marsh; from 
whence the sea has long since retreated. 
The ground, in consequence ‘of its fre- 
quent irrigations,; is highly productive, 
and at the time of our visit was covered . 
in many places with luxuriant crops.. On , 
the hill above, some traces of former. 
walls, and a solitary watch tower, mark- 
ed the extent of the city ; and, amidst the 
scenes of desolation far below,a ponder-. 
ous pillar, or a shattered arch, served 
faintly to indicate the giant grandeur of - 
Ephesus, as the fossil remains of the . 
mammoth give a dim idea cf the stupen- 
dous beings of a former and a faded 
world. 

“On approaching the site of the an-. 
cient city from Ayasalook, one of the first 
objects of interest is the Stadium, portions 
of the remains of which still occupy its . 
situation at the base of Mount Prion; be- 
ing built like the amphitheatres of Milo, 
Fesole, and others, on an acclivity, so that. 
natural seats were already raised for.one_. 
half the spectators. Here, the atches . 
which supported the lower side still re-. 
main, together with some walls of consid- _ 
erable height, and a gate at the west.end.. 
Its immense area, of six hundred and 
eighty seven feet, was under a crop of 
wheat, which, as it bent in. graceful., 
waves beneath the faint breeze from. the 
valley, seemed to heave a long-drawn 
sigh over the surrounding scenes of. de- 
parted grandeur. When reclining. ons,« 
one of its mouldering seats, one cannot 
avoid feeling that there is a voice in its, 
solitude and silence, which speaks louder. 
to the heart than the congregated shouts 
of the multitude that once filled its 
benches ; whilst the mental comparison 
of what it was, adds double loneliness to _ 
the consciousness of what it is. North of | 
the Stadium is an immense mass.of con- 
fused ruins, intersected by a street, parts 
of the ancient pavement of which may.be . 
distinctly traced, and are formed of im- 
mense blocks of stone, such as are still. 
used in Florence and northern ae for » 
similar purposes, 


“At some.distance from the Staginip 
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MODERN EPHESUS. 


are the remnants of the theatre in which 
Demetrius and the silversmiths of Ephe- 
sus raised the tumult against St. Paul, re- 
corded in the Acts of the Apostles. Its 
remains are pretty extensive, and cover 
a considerable space; a few straggling 
sheep were browsing within it, tended by 
an old man who seemed. well versed. in 
the antiquities of the spot. He wasana- 
tive of a village, two leagues distant, and 
had his ears cut off by Djezzar Pacha, of 
Acre, for some honourable service he did 
not think proper to boast of. He seemed 
proud of his statistical knowledge, and 
was anxious that we should go roand 
Mount Prion, in order to see the tomb of 
Timothy, the companion of St. Paul. He 
had got a Testament in modern Greek 
from an American missionary at Smyrna 
some time before, and was pretty famil- 
jar with its contents; but all the glory of 
Ephesus was, in his estimation, nothing 
in comparison to its possessing the tomb 
of this saint. He seemed very jealous of 
the Smyrniots claiming the honour of 
possessing the remains of St. Polycarp, 
whose tomb, he said, they could not have, 
as Polycarp was burned, and his ashes 
scattered to the winds. He was, howev- 
er, wrong in both points, as the bones of 
‘Timothy were transferred to Constanti- 
nople, and there reinterred; and the body 
of Polycarp was not consumed. Irenzus 
states, that ‘the flame, forming the ap- 
pearance of an arch, or the sail of a ves- 
sel filled with wind, was asa Wall round 
the body of a martyr, which was in the 
midst, not as burning flesh, but as bur- 


nished gold, and he was finally stabbed | 


to death by the Confector in the Sta- 
dium.’ 

“ Passing the theatre, we reached the 
narrow valley between Prion and Mount 
Corissus, which, like ajlthe surrounding 


spots, is strewn with the ruins of Pagan- | 


ism, Christianity, and Islamism: one of 
its most melancholy objects is the vestige 
of the city gate, which stands within it 
like a mouldering bridge above a stream- 
less ravine; the living current that once 
rolled beneath it, has long since swept 
past to the sea of eternity. A temple of 
the Corinthian order lies at the opposite 
side of the valley, which was once dedi- 


cated tothe God Julius: scarce a pedes- 
tal is now standing: the temple has fa- 
ded with the worship of its patron. At 
some distance round the base of the hill, . 
is an almost deserted burying-ground, 
with a few cypresses and monuments. 
After wandering over the plain, and 
heaps of incongruous and unsatisfactory 
ruins, we ascended the side of Mount 
Prion, from whence we had the scene be- 
neath us like a map. The hill retains in 
many places the inequalities occasioned 
by carrying off its materials for building; 
and in others is hollowed out into ceme-— 
tries and tombs, said to pdéssess an anti- 
septic quality. A faint wind was waving 
a few solitary trees that grew near us, 
and the sound of their branches appeared 
like an intrusion on the scene—it seemed 
to mock its silence. Of the temple of - 
Diana not a stone remains; some arches 
in the morass are conjectured to have 
once supported it, as it was built in this 
situation to avoid the effects of earth- 
quakes. This enormous edifice, of four 
hundred feet in length, supported by one 
hundred and twenty-seven pillars of six- 
ty feet in height, and only finished in two 
hundred and twenty years after the com- 


mencement of its erection, has vanished 
like a temple of snow. ‘Its site was for- 


merly on the edge of the sea; it is now 
nearly three miles removed from it, by 
the intervention of banks formed by the 
stream of the Cayster. Its singular dis- 
appearance is in some degree accounted 
for, by the sea having afforded a ready 
means for the removal of its materials in 
the early stages of its decay, and by the 
portions.not used for later erections, or 
thus transported, having been. since 
buried by the encroachments of the 
plan. 

“ A more thorough change can scarce- 
ly be conceived, than that which has ac- 
tually occurred at Ephesus. Once the 
seat of active commerce, the very sea has 
shrunk from its solitary shores; its 
streets, once populous with the devotees 
of Diana, are now ploughed over with the © 
Ottamon serf, or browsed by the sheep 
of the peasant. It wasearly the strong 
hold of Christianity, and stands at the . 


head of the Apostolic Churches of Asia. 
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It was there, that, as St. Paul says, ‘the 
word of God grew mightily, and prevail- 
ed” Not asingle Christian now dwells 


within it! Its mouldering arches and di- 


lapidated walls merely whisper the tale 
of its glory ; and it requires the acumen 
of the geographer, and the active scruti- 
ny of the exploring traveller, to form a 
probable conjecture as to the very site of 
the ‘First wonder ofthe World.’ Nothing 
remains unaltered save the ‘ eternal hills,’ 
and the mazy Cayster, the stream of 
which rolls on still changeless and the 
same. Whilst gazing over the solitary 
plain, one cannot avoid applying to Ephe- 
sus the apostrophe of Quevedo to the 
ruins of Rome. 


Nought but @ name thy mouldering corse 
retains, 
What seem’d efernal long has pass’d 
away, 
And what was fugitive alone remains 
Nar. Gazette. 


THE TRINITARIAN’S CREED. 


“ We beliewe that God exists in three 
distinct persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and that these three are 
one God, the same in nature, and equal 
in every frerfection.”. 

“Be not surprised, my fellow-chris- 
tians, when I confess that I know not how 
to explain this article, so as to make it in- 
telligible, or even so as to free it trom ab- 
surdity. For you here profess to believe 
that one perfect being, God, exists in 
three distinct and perfect beings, or per- 
sons. Now the word, ‘ distinct,’ is com- 
monly used in opposition to identity or 
sameness. There can be no distinction 
where there is only one and the same be- 
ing. If you form an idea of the three be- 
ings, as each of himself and independent 
of the othersa perfect being, then you 


view them as distinct; as three distinct | 


and perfect Gods. But in that case it is 
utterly impossible for you to conceive of 
them as one being. On the other hand, 
if you form an idea of God as one inde- 
pendent and all- perfect being, it will be 
utterly impossible for you to conceive of 
him as three distinct, independent, and 
all-perfect beings. There is, theretore, 
not only an incomprehensibility, but an 
bsurdity in the stipposition. 


“ But to pass over this difficulty ; let us 
examine the rest of the article. If the 
three beings be of the same nature, and 
equal in every perfection, then the same 
epithets which are applicable to one, are 
applicable to the three distinct persons. 
That you may see what an appearance 
the article will present, when filled out 
according to what is actually implied, I 
will apply to each person the- epithets 
which, in your first article, you have ap- 
plied to the only true God. You believe, 
then, that the Father’is eternal, self-ex- 
istent, and unchangeable; that He is the 
creator, preserver, and moral governor of 
the universe ; that He possesses every 
natural and moral perfection; and that 
he is the only proper object of worship. 
You believe that the Son is distinct from 
and independent of the Father ; and that 
he is the creator, preserver, and moral 
governor of the universe; that he pos- 
sesses every natural and moral perfec- 
tion ; and that he isthe only proper ob- 
ject of worship. You believe that the 
Holy Ghost is distinct from and indepen- 
dent of both Father and Son : that he is 
eternal, self-existent, and unchangeable, 
that he possesses every natural and mor- 
al perfection; and that he is the only 
proper object of reiigious worship. Here 
I have put down nothing more nor less 
than what your article actually implies; 
and yet you profess to believe that these 
three distinct and perfect beings consti- 
tute one perfect being! 

“A belief in this article implies that 
you believe in the existence of three dis- 
tinct, perfect, and independent Gods! 
Or else, that you believe the Father con 
stitutes one third of God; the Son one 
third of God; and the Holy Ghost one 
third of God; and each of these third 
parts of God is itself supreme, indepen- 
dent, perfect, and distinct from the other 
patts '—[ Christian Register. 


MISCELLANIA. 


It is very common to hear people 
praise the past, and abuse the present 
age. Things were much better managed, 
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said my father, when I was young, than 
they now are ; but better still, replied my 
grandfather, when I was a. boy And 
thus also wiil.our children, when eighty 
wiu.ters shal) have sowed their heads with 
grey hairs, praise the age our ancients 
now abuse, and mourn over the degener- 
ate one in which they live! This singu- 
lar, but.constant practice, has made an 
acute writer remark, that if the “ praise 
and censure awarded by the parties were 
equally true, it would follow that the 
world must have become so bad by this 
time, that no'security, and of course, no 
society could be found within it. For if 
every succeeding generation praises the 
past, but abuses the present, and is righ¢ 
in doing it, how very good mast men 
have been in the first ages of the world, 
and how excessively bad must they have 
become now! But is it not natural, that 
the old should extol the days of their 
youth ; the weak, the era of their 
strength ; the sick, the season of their 
vigour; and the disappointed, the spring 


tide of their hopes? Alas, it is not the | 


times that have changed, but ¢hem- 
selves.” 


ORIGINAL SIN.—An Extract. 


“In considering the effects of the first 
Apostacy, our author observes, there are 
many who in order to account for the 
present weakness and wickedness of 
man, imagine, that upon the fall of ADAM, 
the human faculties were depraved, either 
naturally, or by some taint derived from 
him, or by some art of God. But the 
Scriptures say no such thing; and we 
want no such hypothesis to account for 
them ; because the very same reason or 
cause be it what it will, which accounts 
for the sin of the FIRST man who came 
pure out of the hands of the Creator, will 
account for the sins of a// men ever since : 
and to suppose that God would deprave 
the will or weaken the understanding of 
man merely as a punishment for what 
they could not help,isa most unworthy 
imputation on the Divine goodness: and 
it isno less so upon his wisdom,as if he 
were capable of contradiction and incon- 
sistency. For it he designed to give them 
eternal life, why did he make them less 
capable of gaining it? And if he did not 
design it, why did he send them a Sa- 
viour? This notion was first invented to 


show the certainty of eternal damnation | 


= 


to all the posterity of Adam, if Christ had 
not died ; for as much as by this.taint or 
corruption of nature, it was rendered im- 

ossible for them to do things well pleas- 
ing to God.—But this argument proves 
too much, and therefore’ concludes no- 
thing. For theless capable aman is of 
perfection. the less will be required of 
him ; and if it were impossible for him to 
do things well pleasing to God, it would 
cease te be his duty.” 

Monthly Review. 


A certain Dr. Taylor, near two hun- 
dred years since, has this description of- 
the subject called the Trinity. 


“He that goes about to speak of the’ 
mysterious 7’rinity, and does it by words 
and names of man’s invention, and by the 
distinctions of the Schools;—if he only 
talk of Hssences, and E.ristences, Hyfios- 
tases and Personalities, Distinctions with- 
out Difference, Priority in Co-equalities, 
and Unity in Pluralities ; he may amuse 
himself, and build tabernacles in his head, 
and talk something, but he knows not 
what. But the good man that fee/s the 
Power of the Father, and he to whom 
the Son 1s become wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and redemption ;—he in 
whose ineart the /ove of the spirit of God 
is spread ;—-this man, though he under- 
stands nothing of that which is unintelli- 
gible, yet he only understands the myste- 
riousness of the holy Trinity.” — 


St. Peter’s Chair—T he sacrilegious cu- 
riosity of the French broke through all 
obstacles to their seeing the chair of St, 
Peter. They actually removed its su- 

erb casket, and discovered the relic. 
pon its mouldering and dusty surface 
were traced carvings, which bore the ap- 
pearance of letters. The chair was 
quickly brought into a better light, the 
ust and cobwebs removed, and the in- 
scription (for an inscription it was) faith- 
fully copied. The writing was in Arabic 
characters, and is the well known con- 
fession of the Mahometan faith—* There 
is but one God, and Mahomet is his_pro- 
het.” It is supposed that this chair has 
een among the spoils of the crusaders, 
offered to the church at a time when the 
taste for antiquarian lore, and the decy- 
hering of inscriptions, were not -yet in- 
ashion. This story has been since hush-. 
ed up, the chair replaced, and none but 
tlie unhallowed remember the fact, and 
none but the audacious repeat it. Yet 
such there are even at Rome! : 
Corresfrondent,. 
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CELLANIA. 


Extract.—“1® France, in the month of 
August last, thirty thousand persons were 


“massacred within a few days. They 


were not slain in open battle, but in the 
bosom <f peace. They were not armed 
and arrayed for fight; but were naked 
and asleep, or ina suppliant posture, bent 
on their knees, petitioning for mercy from 
their assassins. They were mot assem- 
bled in a body, but dispersed in their sep- 
arate houses and places’ of residence. 
‘Fhis was not done by order of justice, or 
by course of law ; but by the rage and 
violence of a farious populace, let loose 
from restraint. Among the victims were 
many persons con ‘ined by sickness, or im- 
potent from age, many honourable ladies 
and virtuous damsels of rank and family. 
many women with child, many youths 
entering on life, and many helpless chil- 
dren, many learned and holy men whose 
avocations excluded tiem from the pro- 
fession of arms. ‘Thousands terrified at 
these massacres, which seemed to them 
tike a sudden and unheard of visitation 
of Providence, have fled from their 
houses, abandoned their wives and chil- 
dren, and sought refuge in England, Ger- 
many,and Switzerland. Magnificent and 


powerful lords, ye and vour subjects know 1 


that these things are true!” _ 
“ Of the traits of individual ferocity ex- 
hibited in this bloody execution, we shall 
select but one example. A soldier, hav- 
ing the child of a Hugonot in his arms, 
was proceeding with it towards the river. 
The infant, unaware of its danger, smiled 

in his face, and played with his beard. 

Instead of being diverted from his pur- 
pose by its caresses, the savage plunged 
his dagger into its body, and threw it, 
streaming with blood, into the Seine. 
“Such are the dire effects of religious fan- 
aticism—the most dangerous passion that 
canfind entrance into the human bosom, 
because it veils its odious features under 
the mask of duty, and hardens the heart 
that admits it, by enlisting conscience on 
‘its Side. Whoever harbours this fatal in- 
mate, and no religious sect has been ex- 
empt from it, be he Protestant or Catho- 


lic, wants only power and provocation to 
imitate the horrors of the St. Bartholo- 
mew. The only preservative from the 
invasions of this monster, is religious free= 
dom. The multiplication of sects, if it 
does not change the heart of the tiger, at 
least opposes bars to its fury, and reduces 
him to growl in his den, instead of spring- 


| ing on his foes to devour them.” 


Littel’s Museum. 
“ True religion is « refuge inaccessible 
toeither the violence or the fraud of - 
men; happy they who know it to be 
their shelter in the day of trouble '”” 
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